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Correlation Chart
Wyoming 

Early Learning Foundations for 
Children Ages 3-5  

Alignment with Pre-K Curriculum from FunShine Online®. Ages 3-5.

Wyoming Early Learning Foundations for 
Children Ages 3-5

FunShine Express®

Learning Goals and Objectives

Approaches to Learning Approaches to Learning

Initiative and Curiosity Imagination, Curiosity, Questioning, Observation

An interest in varied activities, a desire to learn, 
creativeness, and independence in learning

Demonstrates flexibility, imagination, and inventive-
ness in approaching tasks and activities

AL1 Shows creativity, flexibility, and in-
ventiveness in play experiences

Demonstrates eagerness to learn about and discuss 
a range of topics, ideas, and tasks

AL5 Demonstrates inquisitiveness 
about subjects and objects

Asks questions and seeks new information. S4 Asks why, where, when, how, what, and 
seeks answers through exploration

Explores things in the environment and tries to fig-
ure out how they work (e g , how they can be com-
bined, new uses, etc )

S1 Explores materials and makes obser-
vations, predictions based on informa-
tion gathered from the senses

AL5 Demonstrates inquisitiveness 
about subjects and objects

Persistence and Attention Persistence, Reflection

The ability to begin and finish activities with 
attention and persistence.

When adults provide resources and activities that 
children are interested in and allow them to continue 
to stay involved in meaningful activities that they 
choose, children will stay interested and engaged 
for extended periods of time

AL7 Works at a task despite distrac-
tions or interruptions

AL8 Usually completes reason-
able tasks or stays engaged
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Sets goals, develops and follows through on plans. AL6 Is not easily discouraged, seeks 
help to overcome problems

AL11 Makes a plan before beginning 
a task and follows through

Resists distractions, maintains attention, and con-
tinues the task at hand through frustrations and 
distractions

AL7 Works at a task despite distrac-
tions or interruptions

Cooperation Reflection, Relationships

An interest and engagement in group 
experiences.

Plans, initiates, and completes learning activities 
with peers.

AL11 Makes a plan before beginning 
a task and follows through

Joins in cooperative play with others and invites oth-
ers to play.

SE12 Plays cooperatively with others; resolves 
some conflicts, uses constructive language

Models or teaches peers. SE7 Uses play to explore and practice so-
cial roles and relationships

Helps, shares, and cooperates in a group. SE12 Plays cooperatively with others; resolves 
some conflicts, uses constructive language

Creative Arts Expression Creative Arts Expression

Music Music

The use of the voice and instruments to create 
sounds

Participates in music activities, such as listening,
singing, or performing

A4 Knows and sings songs; uses mu-
sic across learning domains

Experiments with musical instruments. A5 Explores with sound, melo-
dy, tone, rhythm, beat

A6 Uses and shows interest in a variety of 
musical instruments for expression
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Creative Movement and Dance Movement and Dance, Music

The use of the body to move to music and 
express oneself

Expresses what is felt and heard in various musical 
tempos and styles

A5 Explores with sound, melo-
dy, tone, rhythm, beat

A7 Participates in creative movement and dance
A8 Designs original movements and in-

terpretations; uses creative movement 
and dance across learning domains

Moves to different patterns of beat and rhythm in 
music.

A5 Explores with sound, melo-
dy, tone, rhythm, beat

Uses creative movement to express concepts, 
ideas, or feelings.

A8 Designs original movements and in-
terpretations; uses creative movement 
and dance across learning domains

Visual Arts Art

The use of a range of media and materials to 
create drawings, pictures, or other objects

Uses different materials and techniques to make art 
creations.

A1 Uses a variety of art materials for explo-
ration, and across learning domains

A2 Creates something unique from other 
children: creative, imaginative work

Creates artistic work that reflects thoughts, feelings, 
experiences, or knowledge

A1 Uses a variety of art materials for explo-
ration, and across learning domains

A2 Creates something unique from other 
children: creative, imaginative work

Discusses one’s artistic creations and those of oth-
ers.

A3 Appreciates artistic creations of oth-
ers and art events; shares opin-
ions about likes and dislikes

Drama Dramatic Play, Emotional Development

The portrayal of events, characters, or stories 
through acting or puppets, using props and 
language
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Uses dialogue, actions, and objects to tell a story or 
express thoughts and feelings about one’s self or a 
character

A9 Participates in creative dramat-
ic play and make-believe

SE16 Explores emotions through 
play, art, music, dance

A10 Uses props to enhance play environment

Uses creativity and imagination to manipulate mate-
rials and assume roles in dramatic play situations

A9 Participates in creative dramat-
ic play and make-believe

A10 Uses props to enhance play environment

Language Development Language/Literacy

Receptive Language Listening, Vocabulary

The ability to understand or comprehend 
language

Responds to language during conversations, songs, 
stories, or other learning experiences

L2 Gains meaning by listening to stories, infor-
mational texts, directions, conversations

Follows one- and two-step directions. L1 Follows 2 and 3 step direc-
tions of increasing complexity

Comprehends increasingly complex and varied 
vocabulary.

L11 Demonstrates growing understanding 
of words and meanings, including lan-
guage of specific learning domains

Comprehends different forms of language, such as 
questions or exclamations

L2 Gains meaning by listening to stories, infor-
mational texts, directions, conversations

Expressive Language Conversation, Vocabulary

The ability to use one or more languages to 
communicate

Engages in communication and conversation with 
peers and adults.

L6 Speaks clearly (is understood by both 
familiar and unfamiliar adults)

L7 Initiates asking questions and re-
sponds in conversation with others
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Uses increasingly complex and varied vocabulary to 
express ideas and needs

L11 Demonstrates growing understanding 
of words and meanings, including lan-
guage of specific learning domains

L12 Converses with a rapidly ex-
panding vocabulary

Uses different forms of language such as questions, 
comments, or explanations

L7 Initiates asking questions and re-
sponds in conversation with others

Asks and answers questions in order to seek help, 
get information, or clarify something that is not un-
derstood

L7 Initiates asking questions and re-
sponds in conversation with others

With guidance and support, uses the conventions of 
Standard English grammar when speaking

L14 Speaks in sentences using gram-
mar that is age-appropriate

Engages in storytelling by asking and answering 
questions about key details and requesting clarifica-
tion

L7 Initiates asking questions and re-
sponds in conversation with others

Identifies and applies meanings for familiar words L11 Demonstrates growing understanding 
of words and meanings, including lan-
guage of specific learning domains

Identifies real-life connections between words and 
their use.

L12 Converses with a rapidly ex-
panding vocabulary

L13 Connects phrases and sen-
tences to build ideas

Literacy Knowledge + Skills Language/Literacy

Book Appreciation and Knowledge Emergent Reading

The interest in books and their features, and 
the ability to understand and get meaning from 
stories and information from books and other 
texts

Shows an interest in shared reading experiences 
and looking at books independently

L15 Shows interest/motivation in reading: 
following along as a book is read, at-
tempting to read by looking at illustra-
tions or from memory, handling books 
appropriately actively chooses books
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Recognizes how books are read (front to back and 
one page at a time) and recognizes basic features 
of books such as title, author, and illustrator

L19 Understands left to right, top to bot-
tom process of reading

L16      Understands text read aloud: recalling part or 
most of a text or representing it with play or 
media, asking and answering questions about 
text read aloud, connecting text with personal 
experiences, making predictions based on text 
read aloud, comparing similar texts, discuss-
ing author, illustrator, and parts of a text

Asks and answers questions and makes comments 
about printed materials

L16      Understands text read aloud: recalling part or 
most of a text or representing it with play or 
media, asking and answering questions about 
text read aloud, connecting text with personal 
experiences, making predictions based on text 
read aloud, comparing similar texts, discuss-
ing author, illustrator, and parts of a text

Shows interest in different kinds of literature—fic-
tion, non-fiction, informational text, poetry—on a 
range of topics.

L15 Shows interest/motivation in reading: 
following along as a book is read, at-
tempting to read by looking at illustra-
tions or from memory, handling books 
appropriately actively chooses books

Retells stories or information from books through 
conversation, artistic works, creative movement, or 
drama

L15 Shows interest/motivation in reading: 
following along as a book is read, at-
tempting to read by looking at illustra-
tions or from memory, handling books 
appropriately actively chooses books

L16      Understands text read aloud: recalling part or 
most of a text or representing it with play or 
media, asking and answering questions about 
text read aloud, connecting text with personal 
experiences, making predictions based on text 
read aloud, comparing similar texts, discuss-
ing author, illustrator, and parts of a text

Relates content to real-life experience. L16      Understands text read aloud: recalling part or 
most of a text or representing it with play or 
media, asking and answering questions about 
text read aloud, connecting text with personal 
experiences, making predictions based on text 
read aloud, comparing similar texts, discuss-
ing author, illustrator, and parts of a text

Makes connections between illustrations and text. L16      Understands text read aloud: recalling part or 
most of a text or representing it with play or 
media, asking and answering questions about 
text read aloud, connecting text with personal 
experiences, making predictions based on text 
read aloud, comparing similar texts, discuss-
ing author, illustrator, and parts of a text
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Print Concepts and Conventions Emergent Writing, Emergent Reading

The concepts about print and early decoding 
(identifying letter-sound relationships)

Recognizes print in everyday life, such as numbers, 
letters, the child’s name, words, and familiar logos 
and signs

L22 Shows awareness of the uses and func-
tions of environmental print, symbols, 
and other forms of print to convey mean-
ing and recognizes that different text 
forms are used for different purposes

Points to writing and asks what it says. L22 Shows awareness of the uses and func-
tions of environmental print, symbols, 
and other forms of print to convey mean-
ing and recognizes that different text 
forms are used for different purposes

L23 Shows awareness that a word 
is made up of letters

Pretends to read following English print conventions 
of reading right to left and top to bottom of the page

L19 Understands left to right, top to bot-
tom process of reading

L15 Shows interest/motivation in reading: 
following along as a book is read, at-
tempting to read by looking at illustra-
tions or from memory, handling books 
appropriately actively chooses books

Can point to a word on a page in a book. L18 Demonstrates alphabetic knowledge: can 
recite the alphabet, names or recognizes 
some letters and sounds – especially own 
name, recognizes and names most letters

Recognizes the association between spoken or 
signed and written words and will ask an adult to 
write specific words

L22 Shows awareness of the uses and func-
tions of environmental print, symbols, 
and other forms of print to convey mean-
ing and recognizes that different text 
forms are used for different purposes

Phonological Awareness Emergent Reading

An awareness that language can be broken into 
words, syllables, and smaller pieces of sound

Identifies and discriminates between words in lan-
guage, between separate syllables, and between 
sounds and phonemes, such as attention to the 
beginning and ending sounds of words

L17 Exhibits age-appropriate phonological 
awareness: combines syllables to make a 
word, combines words to make compound 
words, recognizes words that rhyme, as-
sociates sounds with letters and words, rec-
ognizes alliteration and words that rhyme



Page 8 of 12 
Source: Wyoming Early Learning Foundations for Children Ages 3-5. (2013) Wyoming Early Childhood State 
Advisory Council.

Alphabetical Skills Emergent Reading, Emergent Writing

The names and sounds associated with letters

Recognizes that the letters of the alphabet are a 
special category of visual graphics that can be indi-
vidually named

L18 Demonstrates alphabetic knowledge: can 
recite the alphabet, names or recognizes 
some letters and sounds – especially own 
name, recognizes and names most letters

Recognizes that letters have distinct sound(s) as-
sociated with them.

L18 Demonstrates alphabetic knowledge: can 
recite the alphabet, names or recognizes 
some letters and sounds – especially own 
name, recognizes and names most letters

Attends to the beginning letters and sounds in famil-
iar words.

L18 Demonstrates alphabetic knowledge: can 
recite the alphabet, names or recognizes 
some letters and sounds – especially own 
name, recognizes and names most letters

Identifies letters and associates correct sounds with 
letters.

L18 Demonstrates alphabetic knowledge: can 
recite the alphabet, names or recognizes 
some letters and sounds – especially own 
name, recognizes and names most letters

Identifies name and familiar words (environmental 
print).

L22 Shows awareness of the uses and func-
tions of environmental print, symbols, 
and other forms of print to convey mean-
ing and recognizes that different text 
forms are used for different purposes

Early Writing Emergent Writing

The familiarity with writing tools, conventions, 
and emerging skills to communicate through 
written representations, symbols, and letters

Experiments with writing tools and materials. L21 Shows interest in written expression: scrib-
bling, drawing a person, responding to 
text, describing experiences and events

Recognizes that writing is a way of communicating 
for a variety of purposes, such as giving information, 
hearing stories, or giving an opinion

L21 Shows interest in written expression: scrib-
bling, drawing a person, responding to 
text, describing experiences and events

Uses scribbles, shapes, pictures, and letters to rep-
resent objects, stories, experiences, or ideas

L21 Shows interest in written expression: scrib-
bling, drawing a person, responding to 
text, describing experiences and events
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Copies, traces, or independently writes letters or 
words

L24 Begins to copy or write own name
L25 Demonstrates age-appropriate writ-

ing: tracing, copying letters and num-
bers, copying shapes and symbols

With guidance and support, uses a combination of 
drawing, dictating, or writing to express an opinion 
or tell a simple story

L21 Shows interest in written expression: scrib-
bling, drawing a person, responding to 
text, describing experiences and events

With guidance and support, participates in shared 
research and writing projects

L21 Shows interest in written expression: scrib-
bling, drawing a person, responding to 
text, describing experiences and events

Logic + Reasoning Approaches to Learning 

Reasoning and Problem Solving Imagination, Investigation, Observation, 
Reflection

The ability to recognize, understand, and 
analyze a problem and draw on knowledge or 
experience to seek solutions to a problem

Seeks multiple solutions to a question, task, or 
problem.

AL3 Uses new strategies to solve problems

Recognizes cause-and-effect relationships. S7 Uses “if/then” and “cause/effect” reasoning

Classifies, compares, and contrasts objects, events, 
and experiences

S8 Makes comparisons among ob-
jects and groups

Uses past knowledge to build new knowledge. S3 Makes predictions based on past ex-
periences and observations

AL9 Observes or contemplates and ap-
plies knowledge to a new situation

Symbolic Representation Imagination, Relationships

The use of symbols or objects to represent 
something else

Represents people, places, or things through draw-
ings, movement, and three-dimensional objects

AL1 Shows creativity, flexibility, and in-
ventiveness in play experiences
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Engages in pretend play and acts out roles. SE7 Uses play to explore and practice so-
cial roles and relationships

SE11 Participates in group song, 
dance, acting/role-play

AL2 Takes on various roles in make-believe play

Recognizes the difference between pretend or fan-
tasy situations and reality

SE7 Uses play to explore and practice so-
cial roles and relationships

Mathematics Knowledge + Skills Math

Number Concepts and Quantities Measurement, Numbers

The understanding that numbers represent 
quantities and have ordinal properties (number 
words represent a rank order, particular size, or 
position in a list)

Recognizes numbers and quantities in the everyday 
environment.

M14 Understands, compares, and analyzes 
quantities of length, height, weight, time, 
or amount between two or more groups 
(by pointing to pictures or using words de-
picting little/big, short/tall, slow/fast, thin/
fat, less/more, empty/full, few/many, heavy/
light, shallow/deep, narrow/wide)

Recites numbers in the correct order and under-
stands that numbers come “before” or “after” one 
another

M1 Grows in rote counting and se-
quencing of numbers

Associates quantities and the names of numbers 
with written numerals

M2 Recognizes both numerals and number names

Uses one-to-one counting and subitizing (identifying 
the number of objects without counting) to deter-
mine quantity

M3 Understands and uses 1-1 correspondence

Uses the number name of the last object counted to 
represent the number of objects in the set

M4 Counts and builds sets

Number Relations and Operations Numbers

The use of numbers to describe relationships 
and solve problems
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Uses a range of strategies, such as counting, subi-
tizing (“seeing” how many objects without count-
ing), or matching, to compare quantity in two sets of 
objects and describes the comparison with terms, 
such as “more,” “less,” “greater than,” “fewer,” or 
“equal to ”

M5 Compares quantities in sets and uses ap-
propriate vocabulary: equal, more less

Recognizes that numbers (or sets of objects) can 
be combined or separated to make another number 
through the grouping of objects

M5 Compares quantities in sets and uses ap-
propriate vocabulary: equal, more less

M6 Understands adding and subtracting from a set

Identifies the number of items in a set that is cre-
ated when items are combined or separated

M5 Compares quantities in sets and uses ap-
propriate vocabulary: equal, more less

M6 Understands adding and subtracting from a set

Geometry, Patterns, and Spatial Sense Geometry, Patterns, Investigation, Spatial 
Relations

The understanding of shapes, their properties, 
and how objects are related to one another The 
recognition of patterns, sequencing, and critical 
thinking skills necessary to predict and classify 
objects in a pattern

Recognizes and names common shapes—their 
parts and attributes.

M17 Demonstrates age-appropriate knowl-
edge of geometric shapes

Combines and separates shapes to make other 
shapes.

M17 Demonstrates age-appropriate knowl-
edge of geometric shapes

Compares objects in size and shape. M9 Matches or sorts by color, size, shape, texture: 
classifies by attributes, makes comparisons

S8 Makes comparisons among ob-
jects and groups

Can follow directions or name positions of objects, 
such as “up,” “down,” “in front,” “behind,” “between,” 
“next to,” and “under ”

M20 Understands directions/positional con-
cepts: top/bottom, go/stop, far/near, up/
down, over/under, out/in, above/below, 
in front/behind, inside/outside, etc.

Sorts, classifies, and serializes (puts in a pattern) 
objects, such as by color, shape, and size

M13 Seriates a group of like objects (small, 
medium, large or light, medium, dark)

Recognizes, duplicates, and extends simple pat-
terns.

M10 Recognizes patterns: can tell 
“what comes next?”

M11 Duplicates simple patterns, then ex-
tends and creates patterns

Creates patterns through the repetition of a unit. M11 Duplicates simple patterns, then ex-
tends and creates patterns
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Measurment and Comparison Measurement, Patterns, Numbers

The understanding of attributes and relative 
properties of objects as related to size, capacity, 
and area

Compares and describes objects using attributes 
of length, weight, and size (bigger, longer, taller, 
heavier)

M14 Understands, compares, and analyzes 
quantities of length, height, weight, time, 
or amount between two or more groups 
(by pointing to pictures or using words de-
picting little/big, short/tall, slow/fast, thin/
fat, less/more, empty/full, few/many, heavy/
light, shallow/deep, narrow/wide)

Orders objects by size or length. M13 Seriates a group of like objects (small, 
medium, large or light, medium, dark)

Uses nonstandard and standard techniques and 
tools to measure and compare

M15 Explores and observes ways to use 
tools to measure objects (e.g., eras-
ers, paper clips, ruler, scale, ther-
mometer, measuring cups, etc.)

Sorts objects by count (more or less). M5 Compares quantities in sets and uses ap-
propriate vocabulary: equal, more less

Physical Development + Health Physical Developmet/Health

Physical Health Status Self-Care

The maintenance of healthy and age-appropriate 
physical well-being

Possesses good overall health, including oral, 
visual, and auditory health, and is free from commu-
nicable or preventable diseases

PD16 Demonstrates visual and auditory abil-
ity and general good health and 
sleep habits to enable learning

Participates in prevention and management of 
chronic health conditions and avoids toxins such as 
lead

PD15 Follows basic safety and health rules

Maintains physical growth within the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommend-
ed ranges for weight by height and age

PD16 Demonstrates visual and auditory abil-
ity and general good health and 
sleep habits to enable learning
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Gets sufficient rest and exercise to support healthy 
development.

PD16 Demonstrates visual and auditory abil-
ity and general good health and 
sleep habits to enable learning

Health Knowledge and Practice Self-Care, Family and Community, Emotional 
Development

The understanding of healthy, safe habits and 
practicing healthy habits

Completes personal care tasks, such as dressing, 
brushing teeth, toileting, and washing hands inde-
pendently from adults

PD8 Undresses or dresses self independently, 
other than help with difficult fasteners

PD10 Washes hands and face without assistance
PD11 Brushes teeth independently
PD12 Uses tissue for nose, napkin for hand/

face appropriately, independently
PD13 Cares for toileting needs independently

Communicates an understanding of the importance 
of health and safety routines and rules

PD15 Follows basic safety and health rules

Follows basic health and safety rules and responds 
appropriately to harmful or unsafe situation

PD15 Follows basic safety and health rules

Distinguishes food on a continuum from most 
healthy to least healthy.

PD9 Exhibits increasing knowledge of healthy 
eating, good nutrition: tries new foods, will-
ing to eat well-balanced diet, interested in 
various tastes, colors, and textures of food

Eats a variety of nutritious foods. PD9 Exhibits increasing knowledge of healthy 
eating, good nutrition: tries new foods, will-
ing to eat well-balanced diet, interested in 
various tastes, colors, and textures of food

Participates in structured and unstructured physical 
activities.

PD7 Develops strength, flexibility, and stamina 
through vigorous play and by using equipment

Recognizes the importance of doctor and dentist 
visits.

PD15 Follows basic safety and health rules
SS8 Tells functions of some community 

helpers, parents’ jobs, careers

Cooperates during doctor and dentist visits and 
health and developmental screenings

SE8 Interacts comfortably with familiar adults
SE15 Manages feelings appropriately
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Gross Motor Gross Motor, Spatial Relations

The control of large muscles for movement, 
navigation, and balance

Develops motor control and balance for a range 
of physical activities, such as walking, propelling 
a wheelchair or mobility device, skipping, running, 
climbing, and hopping

PD5 Demonstrates balance and control of 
large muscles: walking forward, backward, 
heel-to-toe, on tiptoe and on a straight 
line, walking on a balance board, hop-
ping on one foot, jumping with two feet

PD6 Coordinates movement when walking up 
and down stairs, running smoothly, kicking a 
ball, throwing a ball, bouncing and catching a 
ball, skipping, clapping, crossing the midline

Develops motor coordination and skill in using ob-
jects for a range of physical activities, such as pull-
ing, throwing, catching, kicking, bouncing or hitting 
balls, and riding a tricycle

PD5 Demonstrates balance and control of 
large muscles: walking forward, backward, 
heel-to-toe, on tiptoe and on a straight 
line, walking on a balance board, hop-
ping on one foot, jumping with two feet

PD6 Coordinates movement when walking up 
and down stairs, running smoothly, kicking a 
ball, throwing a ball, bouncing and catching a 
ball, skipping, clapping, crossing the midline

Understands movement concepts, such as con-
trol of the body, how the body moves (such as an 
awareness of space and directionality), and that the 
body can move independently or in coordination 
with other objects

M22 Uses simple directions to move from 
place to place: obstacle course, di-
rectional games, hopscotch

Fine Motor Fine Motor

The control of small muscles for such purposes 
as using utensils, self-care, building, and 
exploring

Uses hands to manipulate objects, fasteners, tools, 
and toys using a variety of grasps

PD2 Demonstrates eye-hand coordination: strings 
beads, completes puzzles, sews through holes 
in lacing cards, ties knots and loops, tears 
paper, uses eating utensils, uses a keyboard

Turns pages in a book. PD2 Demonstrates eye-hand coordination: strings 
beads, completes puzzles, sews through holes 
in lacing cards, ties knots and loops, tears 
paper, uses eating utensils, uses a keyboard
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Builds block towers and structures with a variety of 
materials.

PD1 Gains strength and control of small muscles: 
folding and creasing paper, building with small 
blocks, manipulating play dough and clay

Manipulates writing, drawing, and art tools. PD4 Begins to control use of writing, draw-
ing, art tools, and art/craft mediums

Science Knowledge + Skills Science

Scientific Skills and Method Observation, Investigation, Measurement

The skills to observe and collect information 
and use it to ask questions, predict, explain, and 
draw conclusions

Uses senses and tools, including technology, to 
gather information, investigate materials, and ob-
serve processes and relationships

S1 Explores materials and makes obser-
vations, predictions based on informa-
tion gathered from the senses

Observes and discusses common properties, differ-
ences, and comparisons among objects

S8 Makes comparisons among ob-
jects and groups

Participates in simple investigations to form hypoth-
eses, gather observations, draw conclusions, and 
form generalizations

S1 Explores materials and makes obser-
vations, predictions based on informa-
tion gathered from the senses

S3 Makes predictions based on past ex-
periences and observations

Collects, describes, and records information through 
discussions, drawings, maps, and charts

M16 Develops growing abilities to collect, describe, 
and record information in different ways, 
such as discussion, maps, charts, or graphs

Describes and discusses predictions, explanations, 
and generalizations based on past experience

S3 Makes predictions based on past ex-
periences and observations

Conceptual Knowledge of the Natural and 
Physical World Observation

The acquisition of concepts and facts 
related to the natural and physical world and 
the understanding of naturally occurring 
relationships

Observes, describes, and discusses living things 
and natural processes

S2 Demonstrates knowledge about self; makes 
observations about self and life sciences: 
living vs. nonliving things, nature, environ-
ment, weather by physical characteristics
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Observes, describes, and discusses properties of 
materials and transformation of substances

S2 Demonstrates knowledge about self; makes 
observations about self and life sciences: 
living vs. nonliving things, nature, environ-
ment, weather by physical characteristics

Begins to learn concepts related to: Physical Sci-
ences, Life Sciences, Earth and Space Sciences, 
and Engineering/Technology/Applications
of Science

S2 Demonstrates knowledge about self; makes 
observations about self and life sciences: 
living vs. nonliving things, nature, environ-
ment, weather by physical characteristics

Social + Emotional Development Social/Emotional Development

Social Relationships Relationships, Emotional Development

The healthy relationships and interactions with 
adults and peers

Communicates with familiar adults and accepts or 
requests guidance

SE8 Interacts comfortably with familiar adults

Cooperates with others. SE9 Begins to participate as a member of a group: 
takes turns and shares, sustains interaction 
by helping, cooperating, expressing interest

Develops friendships with peers. SE10 Interacts with one or more children; 
develops special friendships

Establishes secure relationships with adults. SE8 Interacts comfortably with familiar adults

Uses socially appropriate behavior with peers and 
adults. Socially appropriate behavior in this age 
group means participating in activities that promote 
helping, sharing, and taking turns

SE9 Begins to participate as a member of a group: 
takes turns and shares, sustains interaction 
by helping, cooperating, expressing interest

Resolves conflict with peers alone and/or with adult 
intervention as appropriate

SE12 Plays cooperatively with others; resolves 
some conflicts, uses constructive language

Uses words and actions to assert self in socially ap-
propriate ways.

SE12 Plays cooperatively with others; resolves 
some conflicts, uses constructive language

Recognizes and labels others’ emotions. SE14 Recognizes and describes own emotions
SE17 Shows empathy and caring to oth-

ers, respond to others emotions
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Expresses empathy and sympathy to peers. SE17 Shows empathy and caring to oth-
ers, respond to others emotions

Recognizes how actions affect others and accepts 
consequences of one’s actions

SE15 Manages feelings appropriately

Demonstrates affection in socially appropriate ways 
by offering compliments, choosing to sit next to a 
peer, offering a toy, etc

SE12 Plays cooperatively with others; resolves 
some conflicts, uses constructive language

SE17 Shows empathy and caring to oth-
ers, respond to others emotions

Self-Concept and Self-Efficacy Self-Concept

The perception that one is capable of 
successfully making decisions, accomplishing 
tasks, and meeting goals

Identifies personal characteristics, preferences, 
thoughts, and feelings

SE2 Develops positive self-image: aware-
ness of self as having certain abili-
ties, preferences, characteristics

Demonstrates age-appropriate independence in a 
range of activities, routines, and tasks

SE3 Demonstrates increasing self-direction, 
independence, and control; increas-
ingly handles transitions appropriately

Shows confidence in a range of abilities and in the 
capacity to accomplish tasks and take on new tasks

SE2 Develops positive self-image: aware-
ness of self as having certain abili-
ties, preferences, characteristics

Demonstrates age-appropriate independence in 
decision making regarding activities and materials

SE3 Demonstrates increasing self-direction, 
independence, and control; increas-
ingly handles transitions appropriately

Self-Regulation Emotional Development, Family and Community

The ability to recognize and regulate emotions, 
attention, impulses, and behavior

Recognizes and labels emotions. SE14 Recognizes and describes own emotions

Handles impulses and behavior with minimal direc-
tion from adults.

SE15 Manages feelings appropriately

Follows simple rules, routines, and directions. SS6 Follows simple rules and routines
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Shifts attention between tasks and moves through 
transitions with minimal direction

SE3 Demonstrates increasing self-direction, 
independence, and control; increas-
ingly handles transitions appropriately

Emotional and Behavioral Health Emotional Development

The ability to recognize and regulate emotions, 
attention, impulses, and behavior

Expresses a range of emotions appropriately, such 
as excitement, happiness, sadness, and fear

SE15 Manages feelings appropriately

Refrains from disruptive, aggressive, angry, or defi-
ant behaviors.

SE15 Manages feelings appropriately

Adapts to new environments with appropriate emo-
tions and behaviors

SE15 Manages feelings appropriately

Social Studies Knowledge + Skills Social Studies

Self, Family, and Community Family and Community, Self-Concept, People 
and the Environment

The understanding of one’s relationship to the 
family and community, roles in the family and 
community, and respect for diversity

Identifies personal and family structure. SS5 Understands family roles, re-
lationships, rules, jobs

Identifies similarities and respects differences 
among people.

SE1 Recognizes similarities and differences 
between self and others: gender, cultural 
identity, self and family characteristics

Recognizes a variety of jobs and the work associ-
ated with them.

SS8 Tells functions of some community 
helpers, parents’ jobs, careers

Explains (or tells) reasons for rules in the home and 
classroom and for laws in the community

SS6 Follows simple rules and routines

Describes or draws aspects of the geography of the 
classroom, home, and community

SS3 Describes characteristics of things in 
the environment and geography of plac-
es: home, school, park, community; 
says name/address/phone number
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People and the Environment People and the Environment

The understanding of the relationship between 
people and the environment in which they live

Recognizes aspects of the environment, such as 
roads, buildings, trees, gardens, bodies of water, or 
land formations

SS3 Describes characteristics of things in 
the environment and geography of plac-
es: home, school, park, community; 
says name/address/phone number

Recognizes that people share the environment with 
other people, animals, and plants

SS4 Shows respect for living things

Recognizes how people can take care of the envi-
ronment through activities, such as recycling

SS2 Engages in caring for the envi-
ronment and conservation

History and Events History and Events

The understanding that events happened in the 
past and how these events relate to one’s self, 
family, and community

Differentiates between past, present, and future. SS1 Shows awareness of concepts of time/
sequence of events: past, present, and 
future and sequence of routines such as 
bedtime, lunchtime, morning, night, etc.

Recognizes events that happened in the past, such 
as family or personal history

SS1 Shows awareness of concepts of time/
sequence of events: past, present, and 
future and sequence of routines such as 
bedtime, lunchtime, morning, night, etc.

Identifies that how people live and what they do 
changes over time

SS1 Shows awareness of concepts of time/
sequence of events: past, present, and 
future and sequence of routines such as 
bedtime, lunchtime, morning, night, etc.


